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Neighbourhood	Planning:		
The	third	3er	of	planning	in	London	
	
	
Originally	introduced	by	the	Localism	Act	
2011	and	is	a	right	which	communi3es	
in	England	can	choose	to	use.		
	
It	gives	communi@es	the	right	to	have	a	
say	over	the	future	development	of	the	
neighbourhood	area,	but	not	by	
undermining	its	delivery.		
	
Our	Neighbourhood	Plan	will	be	a	posi@ve	
vision	for	the	inevitable	future	change	of	
our	neighbourhood.	
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What	is	Neighbourhood	Planning	all	about?	
	

•  	By	establishing	a	Neighbourhood	Forum	of	people	elected	from	the	local	area	
Neighbourhood	Planning	provides	the	opportunity	for	communi@es	to	set	out	a	posi@ve	
vision	of	how	they	would	like	their	area	to	develop	over	the	following	10,	15,	20	years	in	
ways	that	meet	iden@fied	local	needs	and	make	sense	to	the	people	that	live	and	work	
there.		

	
•  They	able	to	choose	where	new	homes,	shops	and	offices	might	be	built,	have	their	say	

on	what	those	new	buildings	should	look	like	and	what	infrastructure	should	be	provided.	

•  It	provides	a	powerful	set	of	tools	for	local	people	to	ensure	they	get	the	right	types	of	
development	for	their	community,	where	the	ambi3on	of	the	neighbourhood	is	aligned	
with	the	strategic	needs	and	priori3es	of	the	wider	local	area.			

	
•  Based	on	the	outcome	of	extensive	local	consulta@on,	a	Neighbourhood	Plan	is	prepared.	

Subject	to	the	outcome	of	the	Examina@on,	formal	adop@on	of	the	Neighbourhood	Plan	
follows	the	consent	of	local	people	in	a	referendum.		
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State	of	Play	in	England	

>2500	communi@es	
	
>75%	Local	Authori@es/Parish	
Councils	
	
>14	million	people	
	
>700	Referendums	
Only	3	have	been	unsuccessful!	
	
Average	‘YES’	vote	>88%	
	
Average	turnout	32%	-	bea@ng	
local	elec@ons	
	
More	NPlans	than	Local	Plans	
	
Source:	Neighbourhood	Planners.London	
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And	now	in	London…...	

•  123	Communi3es	

•  77	designated	
neighbourhoods	

•  24	Boroughs	

•  13	made	plans	

Source:	Neighbourhood	Planners.London	
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London’s	Pioneering	Communi3es	
with	made	plans	…..........	

Norland	 	 	 	 	 	 	Central	Ealing	
	
Fortune	Green	&	West	 	 	 	West	Ealing	Centre	
Hampstead	
	
Sudbury	Town 	 	 	 	 	Hampstead	
	
St	Quin3n	&	Woodlands 	 	 	Hackbridge	&	Beddington	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Corner	
	
Ken3sh	Town 	 	 	 	 	Knightsbridge	
	
Highgate 	 	 	 	 	 	Ham	&	Petersham	
	
Harlesden	
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Kingston’s	Pioneering	Communi3es	who	are	
making	neighbourhood	plans….............		

	 Annex	1	 	
	
	
	

	

North Kingston Forum - proposed neighbourhood area

North Kingston ForumNorth Kingston Forum
Proposed Neighbourhood AreaProposed Neighbourhood Area

Contains Ordnance Survey data
© Crown copyright

and database right 20160 0.50.25 Miles

Designated	by	the	council	in	August	2017	
with	a	shelf	life	of	5	years	from	that	date.	

1)	North	Kingston	Forum	

2)	Malden	Rushe\	–	Applied	for	
formal	designa3on	May	2019	
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What	are	the	advantages	to	having	a	Neighbourhood	
Plan	and	where	does	it	sit	in	the	scheme	of		Planning?	

1.   It	is	a	statutory	document	
that	contains	planning	
policies	and	will	become	
a	part	of	the	Borough’s	
Development	Plan.	This	
means	we	have	more	
influence	over	the	
development	of	the	area	

2.   Once	the	neighbourhood	
plan	is	adopted,	the	
North	Kingston	
Community	will	be	
eligible	to	25%		of	the	
neighbourhood	por3on	
of	the		Community	
Infrastructure	Levy	(CIL)	
developer	contribu3on	

	 Image	Source:	RBK	
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What	are	the	advantages	to	having	a	
Neighbourhood	Plan	con3nued…..	

3)	Presump3on	proofing….......	
	
§14	of	the	Na@onal	Planning	Policy	Framework	(NPPF)	provides	extra	protec@on	
for	Neighbourhood	Plans	where	the	presump<on	in	favour	of	sustainable	
development	applies	subject	to	mee@ng	certain	criteria:	
	
Ø  the	neighbourhood	plan	became	part	of	the	development	plan	two	years	or	

less	before	the	date	on	which	the	decision	is	made;		
Ø  the	neighbourhood	plan	contains	policies	and	alloca@ons	to	meet	its	iden@fied	

housing	requirement;	
Ø  The	local	planning	authority	has	at	least	a	three	year	supply	of	deliverable	

housing	sites	(against	its	five	year	housing	supply	requirement,	including	the	
appropriate	buffer	as	set	out	in	§	73);	and		

Ø  the	local	planning	authority’s	housing	delivery	was	at	least	45%	of	that	
required	over	the	previous	three	years.		
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The	purpose	of	the	HDT	is	to	hold	councils	to	account	over	the	supply	
of	new	housing	–	the	pressure	is	coming	down	from	Central	
Government	
	
Councils	now	have	to:	
•  	submit	their	annual	housing	delivery	figures	to	Central	Government	

•  Kingston	has	delivered	less	than	95%	of	the	London	Plan	target	
(currently	only	75%	of	the	current	target	of	643	homes	p.a.),	and	
needs	to	prepare	an	Ac3on	Plan	to	iden@fy	how	it	will	increase	
housing	delivery.		

•  Kingston	will	also	need	to	add	an	addi@onal	buffer	figure	when	
calcula@ng	its	5	Year	Deliverable	Land	Supply	(equiv.	to	an	extra	years	
worth	of	housing)	

The	Housing	Delivery	Test(HDT)	and	the	Presump<on	
in	favour	of	sustainable	development:		
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The	Housing	Delivery	Test	(HDT):	
	
Kingston	Council	has	delivered	75%	of	target	to	November	2018	
-	what		does	that	mean?	

Insight 
focus

@LichfieldsTTlichfields.uk

Housing delivery test
SEPTEMBER 2018

As the Government is keen to speed up plan making 
and housing delivery, what will the new housing 
delivery test mean for councils across the country?

Alongside the publication of the revised 
National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF2) 
the Government has provided a little more 
clarity regarding the test that will form the 
basis for assessing whether councils are 
delivering the homes they need. On the face of 
it, the housing delivery test (HDT) seems  
relatively straightforward, comparing past 
housing delivery to past housing need. 
However, complexity arises due to  
three factors: 

• The availability and time-periods  
of the data on which the test is based; 

• The methodology for measuring housing 
need is set to change and become 
standardised; and, 

• The thresholds for the test are set to 
become more onerous over time.

As Figure 1 shows, the HDT has two 
components: housing delivery and  
housing need. Housing delivery looks at  
past performance, as it sums the last  
three years of net additional dwellings  
plus any communal housing, while housing 
need is the lower of that set out in an  
up-to-date local plan (adopted within 
the last five years) or local housing need 

(calculated using household 
projections for the years 
2015/16 to 2017/18 and 
standardised objectively 
assessed housing need 
methodology for years from 
2018/19) and neighbours’ 
unmet need. The results of 
this test fall into different 

categories, 
where some 
form of  
action may  
be required.

Figure 1: Housing delivery test methodology

Source: MHCLG; Lichfields
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 of the previous  
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accommodation units of 
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The	drah	London	Plan	will	require	Kingston	to	build	
13,640	new	homes	over	the	next	10	years	

Image	Source:	RBK	



NK FORUM
northkingstonforum.org

What	will	happen	if	Kingston	fails	the	Housing	Delivery	
Test?		

Ø  The	NPPF	considers	the	Local	Plan	to	be	out	of	date	and	the	presump<on	in	
favour	of	sustainable	development	kicks	in		

	
Ø  Crucially,	the	NPPF	also	considers	plans	to	be	out	of	date	where	the	council	

cannot	demonstrate	a	5	year	supply	of	deliverable	housing	sites	

Ø  The	result	of	applying	the	‘presump@on’	is	that	specula@ve	development	may	
be	permiked	in	loca@ons	where	future	growth	would	otherwise	be	restricted	
by	Local	Plans	and	Neighbourhood	Plans	

	
The	North	Kingston	Forum	believes	the	possible	loss	of	planning	control	should	
be	avoided	at	all	costs	
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It	started	up	the	pub	one	evening….........	
	
	
	
•  Applied	for	formal	designa3on	August	

2016	
•  Neighbourhood	Area	formally	designated	

in	April	2017	–	covers	the	whole	of	
Canbury	&	Tudor	wards	

•  Neighbourhood	Forum	formally	
designated	August	2017	

•  Inaugural	AGM	was	in	September	2017	
where	we	elected	our	steering	
commi\ee	

•  1st	informal	consulta3ons	May/July	2018	
•  2nd	informal	consulta3on	events	April/

June	2019	
	
	

North	Kingston	Forum	and	how	it	all	came	about…...….	
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2018	consulta3on	Summary	–	You	told	us:	
	

The	Neighbourhood	Plan	should:	
	
Ø  Guide	development	to	fit	in	with	local	character		
	
Ø  Guide	redevelopment	to	include	design	and	development	principles,	affordable	

housing	mix	and	retain	employment	space	

Ø  	Preference	for	new	homes	in	key	loca3ons,	but	some	considera3on	for	small	sites	
if	designed	sensi3vely	

	
Ø  	Priori3se	sufficient	social	infrastructure	to	support	our	growing	community	

Ø  Should	designate	Locally	Significant	Industrial	Sites	and	guide	their	poten3al	
redevelopment	
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2018	consulta3on	Summary	(con3nued)	–	You	told	us:	

For	a	Healthy	Environment:	There	is	support	to	conserve	and	enhance	
environmental	assets	via	proposals/policies	on	air	quality,		energy	efficiency,	energy	
genera@on,	light	pollu@on,	sustainable	transport,	flood	risk,	green	infrastructure	and	
biodiversity	-	now	is	the	3me	to	designate	Local	Green	Space	protec3on	
	
For	a	vibrant	Local	Economy:	There	is	support	to	protect	our	local	shopping	parades	
where	possible,	establish	neighbourhood	hubs	to	help	local	business	thrive,	and	protect	
our	public	houses	
	
To	protect	our	Heritage:	There	is	support	to	protect	our	Victorian	and	Edwardian	
building	stock	and	the	Tudor	Estate,	to	protect	and	improve	our	green	spaces,	to	protect	
our	heritage	buildings	and	improve	our	built	environment	
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2019	consulta3on….................	

Our	aims	are	to:	
•  	protect	sites	from	over	

development	and,	
		
•  guide	future	possible	

developments	to	consider	
appropriate	use,	height,	
density	&	character,	

•  	encourage	more	green	and	
sustainable		infrastructure	and	
community	facili@es	
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How	we	have	informed	and	consulted	with	our	
community…..................	

Since	we	started	in	summer	of	2015,	we	have	held:	
	
•  4	public	mee3ngs	&		3	AGM	

•  Held	2	major	consulta3on	exercises	with	10+	informal	consulta3on/
informa3on	events	

•  Invited	to	speak	at	2	RA	AGMs	

•  Held	over	30	open	commi\ee	mee3ngs	
	
•  Informed	via	social	media,	email	newsle\ers	including	planning	

updates	

And	had	3	mee3ngs	with	the	council	
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The	next	steps…...........	

Ø  To	meet	with	the	council	to	discuss	our	emerging	policy	scope	and	
see	if	a	Strategic	Environmental	Assessment	is	required	

Ø  To	have	a	drah	plan	for	formal	community	consulta3on	by	the	
end	of	the	year	

Ø  To	have	a	drah	plan	ready	for	submission	to	the	council	early	
2020	
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None	of	this	would	have	been	possible	without	the	HUGE	amount	of		
support	from:		

The	steering	commi\ee	who	have	put	in	a	HUGE	number	of	hours	and	kept	me	sane				

Incredible	Pro	Bono	support	from:	
•  DoubleTree	by	Hilton	-	mee@ngs		
•  Hawker	Centre	–	mee@ngs	
•  Canbury	Pavillion	-	mee@ngs	
•  KVA	–	for	being	our	accountable	body	
•  Charloke	Salaman	–	for	designing	our	Logo	
•  Local	Landscape	Architect	–	2019	consulta@on	posters	
•  Local	architects	–	helping	with	design	briefs	
•  The	support	from	our	ward	councillors	past	and	present	
•  The	Kingston	Town	neighbourhood	managers	both	past	and	present	
	
And,	our	independent	planning	consultant	Neil	Homer,	for	understanding	how	tough	
it	is	for	Neighbourhood	Forums	and	has	therefore	not	put	his	price	up!	
	
All	those	local	suppliers	who	have	given	us	‘a	few	extra	bob	off	the	price’	
		
	



NK FORUM
northkingstonforum.org

Thank you for listening! 


